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influence of the gospel they might become independent.
Because then almost every natural advantage might be en-
joyed. The country is healthy, the soil excellent, timber
for building &c. near, an excellent place for erecting mills
within a mile and a half of A’s village and a salt spring
close by. Their produce could most easily be carried to
the mouth of the river where there is always a good mar-
ket during the whole season that steam-boats ply upon the
Mississippi. It would not be difficult at all to make a road
by land from the M. to almost any point upon the Des M.
They appear more tractable and not so phlegmatic in their
temperament as Indians further north.

In respect to the plan of a mission, the kind of laborers,
&c. I would remark, that it should be small at first, so as
not to excite their prejudices, still suitable buildings should
be erected for the sake of an example. The kind of labor-
ers is of the greatest importance. They ought to possess
more than an ordinary share of firmness, patience and
perseverance. The Sacs are very shrewd observers of
white people; missionaries should therefore possess a good
degree of knowledge of human nature; should be circum-
spect yet affable and have much of the milk of human
kindness. With all they must be persons of faith and
prayer, so that they may take strong hold of the promise
“"Lo, I am with you always,” and confidently expect in
“ due time to reap if they faint not.”

Could a native teacher be procured who understood their
language, and was capable of instructing them in reading,
writing and farming, I have no doubt but that he could
gain access amongst them at once. But such a person I
know not. We have none in this tribe of the right stamp.

Religious Rites and Ceremonies.

They are very scrupulous with regard to their religious
rites and ceremonies. I have as yet seen no Indians as
much so as they be. In the first place I shall commence
with giving an account of their Meshaum, which is some-
times called Grand Medicine-bag.



